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SENATE REGULATION 3 (2020 onwards): Taught Postgraduate Programmes (effective 
from September 2020 onwards for students first registering in or after September 
2020) 

A note on the application of this Regulation 

The University is currently operating two sets of regulations for postgraduate taught 
programmes and awards. This Regulation (‘SR3 (2020 onwards)’) applies from the 
academic year 2020/1 to all students on postgraduate taught programmes who first entered 
that programme in or after September 2020. 

Awards of the University 

1. These regulations apply to awards leading to one of the following postgraduate 
qualifications of the University: 

Masters Degrees 

MA 

MBA 

MSc (including MSc by Research) 

MRes (including MRes by Research) 

LLM 

MMus 

MTech 

MPH 

Other Postgraduate qualifications 

PGDip 

PGCert 

PGCE 

Other associated postgraduate qualifications 

GradCert 

GradDip 

2. An award is a combination of a qualification with a title associated with an approved 
programme of study and assessment. A 'qualification’ is a generic title assigned to an 
award, defining its level and volume of assessment. A programme of study and assessment 
(or 'programme') is a combination of study (teaching and learning), and assessment 
associated with an award. Postgraduate taught awards of the University and their 
associated programmes of study and assessment, including the programme learning 
outcomes, are approved by Senate in accordance with its procedures for programme 
approval. 
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PGCert with 
Placement 

60 credits at FHEQ Level 7, and an associated 
placement block 

PGCert with Internship 60 credits at FHEQ Level 7, and an associated 
internship block 

PGDip 120 credits at FHEQ Level 7 
PGDip with Placement 120 credits at FHEQ Level 7, and an associated 

placement block 
PGDip with Internship 120 credits at FHEQ Level 7, and an associated 

internship block 
Masters Degree At least 180 at FHEQ Level 7 and shall include a 

dissertation assessment block comprising at least 60 
credits at FHEQ Level 7 

Master of Arts by 
Research (MA)/Master 
of Science by 
Research (MSc) 

At least 180 at FHEQ Level 7 and shall include a 
dissertation assessment block comprising typically 120 
credits at FHEQ Level 7 

Masters Degree with 
Placement 

At least 180 at FHEQ Level 7 and shall include a 
dissertation assessment block comprising at least 60 
credits at FHEQ Level 7, and an associated placement 
block. 

Masters Degree with 
Internship 

At least 180 at FHEQ Level 7 and shall include a 
dissertation assessment block comprising at least 60 
credits at FHEQ Level 7, and an associated internship 
block. 

 
Appendix D provides regulation and guidance regarding placement learning and assessment 
for postgraduate awards. 

In addition to the awards noted above, some postgraduate programmes permit the following 
awards when students do not demonstrate Masters Level achievement (See Appendix C): 

 
Graduate Certificate 60 credits of assessment set at FHEQ Level
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22. Each student registering for a programme shall be assigned a home Department and 
a tutor. 

23. Following initial registration, each student shall be required to enrol annually, 
normally at the start of the academic session, until such time as an award is made or until 
the student withdraws from the programme. Unless taking an agreed period of abeyance 
students shall be required to enrol for assessment blocks to be taken during the session. 

Recognition of Prior Learning and Higher Education Credit 

24. Senate may recognise certificated or experiential prior learning (not recognised by 
higher education award or credit) or higher education credit (whether undertaken at the 
University or elsewhere, including prior associate study with the University) for the purposes 
of exemption from the requirements of specified assessment blocks and / or requirements 
relating to the teaching and learning associated with the programme. For exemption, the 
prior learning or higher education credit must represent the applicant’s current knowledge 
and abilities and will not normally be more than 5 years old. 

25. Senate shall approve a policy defining the requirements for the granting of 
exemptions in all programmes. 

26. Exemptions shall normally only be approved for  assessment blocks and not for 
individual elements of assessment within an assessment block. An exception may be made 
in the case of placement assessment, where exemptions may be made from individual 
elements of assessment within an assessment block. 

27. Exemptions from any assessment requirements of a programme shall be made on 
the basis of evidence of prior achievement of the learning outcomes associated with the 
relevant assessment block/s and the currency of that prior achievement. 

28. Exemption may be either ‘graded’ or ‘ungraded’ as defined below. 

29. For graded exemption, the agreed grades shall be included in grade profiles and 
calculations when determining progression and award decisions in the programme in the 
place of the exempted assessment block/s. For ungraded exempt
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• at the end of the taught part of the student’s programme; 

• following any reassessments offered; 

• at 
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53. If the maximum period of registration (including any periods of approved extension or 
abeyance) has been reached before the student has fulfilled the requirements for the award 
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Reassessment in the taught part in assessment blocks totalling up to 45 credits shall 
normally be undertaken within thirteen months of commencing FHEQ Level 7 study, where a 
student is undertaking a one-year full-time programme leading to a Masters degree. 

58. A student who has not achieved a grade of C- in the first attempt is entitled to revise 
and resubmit an FHEQ level 7 dissertation on one occasion. 

59. Entitlement to reassessment in pre-Masters level assessment blocks shall be set out 
in the relevant programme specification. 

60. The maximum grade which will be awarded in any FHEQ Level 7 assessment block 
(including the dissertation) subject to reassessment is C- (the threshold grade). 

61. If a reassessment involves direct assessment of threshold attainment, this shall be 
indicated on the transcript. 

62. Where a student achieves a lower standard in reassessment than in first 
assessment, the higher grade shall be counted when a Board of Examiners considers the 
student’s eligibility for an award. 

63. Other policies apply when a student is permitted to take delayed assessments due to 
accepted extenuating circumstances, as set out below. 

Variations to this Regulation 

64. Variations to this Regulation approved by Senate shall be set out in the relevant 
programme specification.  

65. Attendance and Participation 
 

a. The University expects students to consistently attend all timetablesd sessions. 
b. Teaching and assessment period dates can be found on the website.  

 
66. Termination of studies for failure to participate 
 
a. Where there is evidence that a student is failing to participate in their studies, actions will be taken 

to attempt to re-
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Masters Degree Class Borderline Mechanism 

Overall volume of grades including the dissertation 
(weighted by assessment block credit value) in 

Class or better, where Class corresponds to the 
following Grades: 

Distinction: A-, A, A+, A++ 
Merit: B-, B, B+ 

Class 
Distinction Merit 

 
Minimum Taught Part 

Weighted GPA 

At least 57% of grades (weighted) in Class or 
better 13.5 10.5 

 
A6. Where an award includes an assessment block which has zero credits, the achievement 

required in that assessment block for the successful completion of any award shall be set 
out in the relevant programme specification. 

A7. Where a student registered for a programme leading to a Masters degree does not fulfil the 
requirements for the award under these Regulations, the relevant Board of Examiners will 
normally consider the eligibility of a student for the award either of a Postgraduate Diploma 
or a Postgraduate Certificate, as set out the programme specification for the relevant 
Masters degree. 

A8. Where, in accordance with Senate Regulation 4, a Board of Examiners determines to 
recommend the award of an aegrotat degree, this shall be noted on the certificate and 
transcript for the award. An aegrotat degree cannot be awarded with merit or distinction. 
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APPENDIX B: Requirements for the award of Postgraduate Diploma or Postgraduate 
Certificate 

Progression requirements 

B1. Any progression requirements for individual programmes leading to awards shall be 
approved by Senate and set out in the relevant Programme Specification. Where a student 
undertakes a pre-Masters level programme element, the student must meet the 
requirements for successful completion of the pre-Masters level programme element, as set 
out in the relevant programme specification, in order to progress to the FHEQ Level 7 parts 
of the programme. 

Requirements for award 

B2. The assessment blocks which shall be included in the profile for an individual 
Postgraduate Diploma or Certificate award shall be set out in the relevant Programme 
Specification. Pre-Masters level credit shall not be included in any profile or calculation used 
to determine the eligibility for any Postgraduate Diploma or Postgraduate Certificat 0 Tw 1.4ec 0.00005 Tc 0.005 Tw 3.978 0 Td
(in)Tj
0 Tc 0 Tw 0.761 0 Td
( )Tj
-0.002 Tc 0.002 Tw207 Tw -0.978 01-2.228 Td
[(B25 Td
[(R)2.6 (equi)-6.60 Tc 0 Tw 1.5 0 2 Tw207Tj
/390 1 Tf
30.002 Tc 0.007 Tw 1.761 0 Td
[(T)-10.6 (he)10.5 ( as)-2 (s)-2 (es)-2 (s)8.9 (m)-W0.05( be i2.6 (i))C 
/P <</ (f)-17.5 (il)2.6 (e )11.3 (f) )Tj
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